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December2018~ January 2019

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Risen Lord!

‘I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.” --Job 19:25

Happy New Year! The first Sunday in Advent is the first day of the Christian calendar. In worship,
as we prepare to celebrate the miraculous birth of our Redeemer, we will be looking at redeemers
in the Old Testament as forerunners of Jesus Christ. Among many other definitions of the word, to
redeem is to compensate for the faults or bad aspects of something (someone), to gain or regain
possession of something (someone) in exchange for payment, or to save from sin, error, or evil.
Many such figures exist in the Old Testament, so it will be difficult for me to choose just four.

In addition, our Bible Studies will be focused on the nativity stories in Matthew and Luke. As we
study God’s Word in these two accounts, we will discuss how to reconcile differences in the
Gospels. (For example, take a look at the genealogies in Matthew 1 and Luke 3.) How can we
make sense of this? This new series will begin for the Tuesday 10:30 session on Nov. 27. The
Thursday sessions are a week behind in finishing up Philippians, so we will begin the new topic on
Dec. 6, | hope to see you there! | will send out the email lessons for this study once a week
starting on Dec. 3™, so if you are interested, please make sure | have your email address.

| am looking forward to celebrating this Christmas season with all of you!
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Happy New Year! Can you believe it is already 20197 | can’t! | have so many plans for us! Our
theme for the year will be “Growing in Discipleship,” although | have not chosen a theme verse yet.
| will host a “Calendar Party” on a Saturday morning or afternoon in January. | will prepare a
brunch for everyone, and we will fill in all the dates for church events on our calendars — this
always helps me greatly so that things don’t sneak up on me. During this time, | will also lead a
brainstorming session for us to develop a discipleship plan. | expect our elected leadership to
attend if at all possible — including the Nurture, Outreach, Witness, and Leadership Teams.
Anyone else with an interest in what is or will be happening in our church is also invited.

Another plan | have for 2019 is to push electronic giving and a strong social media presence. This
is the 215t century, church is different now, and we need to become a part of it We will have an e-
giving seminar to look at alternative ways of giving. We will be looking for a social media
coordinator to handle Facebook, Twitter, etc. accounts. | would like us to have a church app for
Android and iPhone platforms. We will be needing a recording crew for live streaming of our
worship services.

Let's march into 2019 with confidence that God’s church can be sustained in a changing world.
Grace and Peacel!

Pastor Beverly



During the month of January, please meet with
Sunday mornings at 10:30am to decide if there are enough of you and what
hymn youdd | i ke to sing for the service.
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CHOIR SCHEDULE

December 2018 ~ January 2019

Dec. 10 0 6:45 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)
Dec. 16 9 2:30 p.m. (Choir at West Haven)
Dec. 17 9 6:45 p.m. (Fellowship Hall)

Dec.

19 & 6:45 p.m . (IF NEEDED)

Galil in the Fellowship Hall

Submitted by Lori Klingensmith

MENO®S BREAiKDeebTe r 6 s bwilE
be held in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
December 15™ at 7:30 a.m.

We meet the 3 Saturday of each month. If you
would liketoat t end, but canbé
ahead of time, please call the church office and
let Terry know so that there will be ample food
for everyone. Join us for fellowship. Thank you.

Submitted by Chris Kalmar

First United Methodist Church

, Leechburg 724845-8761

2018 Diners Club Schedule

We meet the 2nd Thursday of each month at 4:30 p.m.
Host/Hostesses are responsible to call the restaurant and make reservations.

DATE LOCATION HOST/HOSTESS
Villa Ballanca at 11:30a.m.
DECEMBER| 6 (Bring a small item for glft exchange) Ed/Rose Haberchak 724-568-3601
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SHARING OUR GIFTS

Submitted by Committee on Stewardship and Finance

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
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God and reap the reward of giving. Thank you to all who chose to participate by committing to support our

rch, our conference and our mission. We now have commitments from 30 individual and family givers.

There is still time to make a commitment for 2019. Commitment cards can be found on the table just inside

the

double doors. They can be put in the offering plate or given to Pat Daugherty or Gloria Womer.

Remember if you are out of work or have had a financial setback, tell us on your commitment card that you

cannot make a pledge at this time. Thisis ourtimetohelpyou. Above all, dondt ever a
because you candét contribute.
WAYS TO FULFILL YOUR COMMITMENT
There are several easy ways for you to make donations to fulfill your commitment:
x Give at Sunday services
Simply place your tithe in the collection plates during our regular Sunday worship services.
x  Send your gift directly to the church
You can send a check directly to Leechburg First United Methodist Church, Financial Secretaries,
251 Main Street, Leechburg, PA 15656
x Give through your bankés ABill Payo service
Your bank will automatically cut a check and mail it to Financial Secretaries, Leechburg First United
Methodist Church in the amount you specify. You can set this up for one time or recurring giving. Just
let the financial secretaries know if you want your donation split between operating, connectional
apportionment, building & repair and renovation.
TAX SAVINGS GIVING FOR SENIORS
Are you 70 % or older?
Did you know you can donate directly from your IRA or 401K to LFUMC? The gift can count as your
required minimum distribution and is not taxable if you follow the rules for qualified charitable distribution.
Direct contributions keeps the distributionoutof your taxabl e income so ités a
i temi ze. It can also save money for itemizers becaus
tax return candét increase your adjusted gr onwushofi ncome
your Soci al Security benefits ar e tirmomedurchagdonwhet her

Medicare premiums. Ask your IRA or 401K administer for details on this tax saving strategy.




UMW Book -~ submitted by Chris Steele
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o O The UMW Book Club invites everyone to join them as they discuss The Christmas
Christmas Town by Donna Van Liere at their December meeting. The meeting will be held at
the home of Chris Steele on December 17, at 2:30. If you need a ride, call Chris at
724-212-3160.

The Christmas Town is an uplifting story about finding love, hope, and family in
unexpected places.
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RonralenTie Lauren Gabriel spent many years of her childhood in foster homes, wishing her

mother would come back for her and be the family she needs. Now twenty-years-old, she still longs for a

place that she can truly call home. Her work as a cashier is unfulfill]
with the songs and carols and chatter of Christmas that she hears throughout the day.

When Lauren ends her shift one night, she finds herself driving aimlessly in order to avoid returning to
her lonely apartment. And when she witnesses a car accident she is suddenly pulled into the small town

of Grandon, first as a witness but then as a volunteer for the ann u a | fundr ai ser for Gl or
for single mothers and families who need assistance. Could this town and its people be the home she
has always longed for? Adapted from Amazon

Those participating in the Angel Tree Ministryskee #

bring their pravrapped gifts to the church by Sunday,the 9
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ANG” TRH any guestions concerning the above, please contact Lori

: Klinggnsmith at 724845 81009.
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A Ministry of Prison Felli

MENOGS BREAIKIFAAWSuTar yos b I (
January 2019 be held in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
Ushers January 19 " at 7:30 a.m.
Dennis Hrivhak Mark Morrill
Terry Morrill Duncan Morrill We meet the 3" Saturday of each month. If you
Beryl Carney Ed Haberchak would like to attendup [b
ahead of time, please call the church office and
Acolytes let Terry know so that there will be ample food
We will be looking for volunteers until we get for everyone. Join us for fellowship. Thank you.
our Sunday School schedule set up and
assignments can be made. Thank you. Submitted by Chris Kalmar




NOTERPIlease check your January calendar and see t @
Tuesday evening meetings have been moved forwarc

of the conflict with the holidays. MEE ING
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Chris Kalmar reported at our November Council Meeting that considering the recent shooting at the
Tree of Life Synagogue in Squirrel Hill, we should be looking at holding a training program to be
prepared for this type of situation. There is a 2-hour training program available known as A.L.l.C.E.
(Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate). Chris has checked with Christian Disciscio from the
Washington Township PA State Police barracks. Officer Disciscio will be with us on January 13,
2019 (Sunday afternoon) to conduct this training. It was also suggested that we open this up to the
other churches in the area to see if they would be interested in attending also. This training will be
held in the Fellowship Hall following the 11:00am Worship Service. There is a signup sheet in the
Main Vestibule for those interested in attending. We are also asking for donations of soup and
sandwiches for a light lunch prior to or during the presentation (please list your contribution beside
your name if you are willing to bring something).

Calling All Knitters , Those WhoCrochet, and Prayer Warriors
We would like to replenish our Prayer Shawl ministry againf $ou can, please starting

maki ng some. Even i f you cané6t knit or <cr
donate yarn or gift cards to a crafThenst or

once we get our shawls, we can pray diiem as the church and present them to all who are
in need of our comfort and prayers. If you have any questions, please contact Leslie
Buckingham at 72427-2457.

Remember € when we give unto the |l east of

Christmas Eve 6ly Communion and Candlelight Service
Monday evening, Decembet Béginning at 7:15 p.m.






